HIST 120/EALC 120, Fall 2018
MW 1-1:50 | Armory 101 | Mark E. Frank | mefrank2@illinois.edu | Office Hours MW 2-3 or by appointment
Discussion Sections:
Lingyan Liu AD1 (F 1-1:50, Greg 327)
AD4 (F 2-2:50, Greg 327)
AD6 (F 9-9:50, Greg 327)

Shaodan Zhang

AD2 (F 1-1:50, Greg 315)
AD3 (F 2-2:50, Greg 315)
AD5 (W 4-4:50, Greg 315)

Introduction: This course covers East Asian History from 1600 to the present with a focus is on the
tumultuous 19th and 20th centuries, when China, Japan, and Korea underwent rapid social and political
transformations in response to unprecedented internal and external pressures. Our goal is to develop a
deep understanding of key historical “moments”, such as the Opium War and the Japanese colonization of
Korea, and the ability to situate those moments in the greater context of East Asian history. Lectures will
be broad in scope, while readings will be more narrowly focused. I have selected texts that I think are
informative, but also enjoyable to read. Weekly discussion sections provide an opportunity to talk about
the readings with your classmates and TA in a more intimate setting. The course is structured in four
major units as follows:
Unit 1:
Unit 2:
Unit 3:
Unit 4:

East Asian Order from 1600-1839
Crisis and Adaptation (1839-1895)
A New Balance of Power (1895-1945)
Rebuilding after World War II (1945-present)

Course Website: There is a Moodle site for this course that contains short online readings, a copy of the
syllabus, and more. If you are registered for the course, you should see it when you log in to Moodle
(learn.illinois.edu). Please tell your TA or me if you have difficulty accessing the site.
How to do well in this course: In this course you are expected to develop three skills. To do well, you
must demonstrate that you have developed these skills by the end of the course:
 An intuitive grasp of the outline of East Asian history since 1600;
 Critical reading: the ability to identify and analyze both primary and secondary sources;
 Analytical writing: the ability to craft a historical argument by utilizing primary and secondary
sources.
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You will be assessed through assorted quizzes, two exams, and four Unit Tasks. Participation in
discussion sections is also a major component of your grade.
Readings: You should complete each week’s readings before your discussion section according to the
attached schedule. We will not use a textbook (in the sense of a single book that provides an overview of
the course material). Instead, we will read parts of six narrative-driven books that address specific aspects
of the course in an engaging, often personal way—for example, we’ll read a memoir about the Cultural
Revolution, an autobiography of a samurai, and a journalist’s account of everyday life in North Korea. All
of these books should be fun to read, and several have been bestsellers or won literary awards. Some are
quite long, but don’t panic—I have been careful to assign a very manageable portion of each book for this
course. Here is the list of required books:


Barbara Demick. 2010. Nothing to Envy: Ordinary
Lives in North Korea. Spiegel & Grau.



John W. Dower. 2000. Embracing Defeat: Japan
in the Wake of World War II. W. W. Norton &
Company. *Note: UIUC students can access the
audio book version of Embracing Defeat online
through the university library. You may listen to
the audio book instead of reading if you prefer!



Katsu Kokichi. 1991. Musui’s Story: The
Autobiography of a Tokugawa Samurai. University
of Arizona Press.



Richard E. Kim. 2011. Lost Names: Scenes from a
Korean Boyhood. University of California Press.



Julia Lovell. 2014. The Opium War: Drugs,
Dreams and the Making of Modern China. Overlook Press.



Rae Yang. 2013. Spider Eaters: A Memoir. University of California Press. *Note: UIUC students
can access the e-book through the university library.

These books are available at the university bookstore, though you may be able to find them at lower
prices through online retailers. Note that some are available online through the university library. In
addition to books, during some weeks you will read short primary sources that are posted to Moodle.
Finally, if you feel that you would benefit from having a textbook to read along with the lectures, see the
“Optional Textbook Reading Schedule” on the course Moodle page.
Lectures: The two weekly lectures will provide a broad overview of East Asian history that links the
narrower topics covered by your readings. By design, lectures will not rehash the material covered in
readings or films, so attendance is crucial—you will be tested on lecture material. Lectures will be
interactive: you will have at least one lecture quiz per lecture (see in-class quizzes below), and we will
sometimes have group activities during lectures. I will not take attendance, but your grade will suffer if
you miss too many lecture quizzes.
Lecture quizzes: We will take a quick online quiz once per lecture on the material that I covered during
the (same) lecture. These quizzes will typically take no more than five minutes and should be very easy if
you have been paying attention. The lecture quizzes are hosted on Moodle and will become accessible
only during lecture time. You can take quizzes using any device that connects to the internet (a phone, a
tablet, a laptop), so please bring a device to class and prepare to use it. I strongly recommend accessing
lecture quizzes through the Moodle app (iPhone/Android), but you can also access them through a web
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browser. Your TAs and I will guide you through this process during the first two weeks, but please let us
know if you are still having difficulty accessing lecture quizzes after that.
Unit Tasks: Once per unit for all 4 units, you will need to complete a short “Unit Task” on Moodle. This
is a written assignment that may ask you to comment on your readings for the unit, to relate your readings
to the lectures, or to find and discuss primary sources relevant to the unit. Each Unit Task will become
available at the beginning of the unit and is due at the end of the unit on a date listed in the schedule. I
recommend looking at the task early on so that you can use it as a reading guide.
Exams and map quiz: You will take a map quiz, a midterm exam, and a final exam on the dates
indicated on the schedule. The map quiz and midterm exam will be given in the lecture hall at the usual
lecture time. The map quiz will assess your knowledge of basic East Asian geography; you can prepare
using the study guide on Moodle. The midterm exam will assess your understanding of key figures and
events from the lecture and readings. Question formats will include multiple choice, IDs, and short
answer. You may bring a 1-page “cheat sheet” to the midterm and final exams. The final exam will be
longer than the midterm but similar in format. It will be scheduled on a date after the end of classes—I
will announce the date and location soon.
Discussion section: You are required to register for and attend a weekly discussion section (see the top of
this syllabus for times and locations). Discussion sessions provide an opportunity for TA-guided studentto-student conversations about the reading materials. Your TA will also offer guidance on Unit Tasks and
exam prep. 10% of the course grade is reserved for your active participation in discussion section.
Grades: Your grade will reflect your performance on quizzes, your scores on the mid-term and final
exams, your scores for Unit Tasks, and your participation in the discussion section. It will be calculated as
follows:
Lecture quizzes:
Map quiz:
Discussion section:
4 Unit Tasks:
In-class midterm exam:
Take-home final exam:

10% of course grade
5%
10%
40%
15%
20%

Academic Integrity: I adhere strictly to UIUC’s definition of academic integrity. Make sure you are
familiar with university policies regarding plagiarism; ignorance of these policies is not an acceptable
excuse. They can be found here: http://www.library.illinois.edu/learn/research/academicintegrity.html.
Films: We will complement our readings and lectures by watching portions of several films in class,
including documentary and historical drama. Of course, historical dramas shouldn’t be treated the same
way as scholarly literature, but they are great for starting conversations about two things: 1) events of the
past, and 2) contemporary interpretations of the past. We will not have time to finish most of these films,
but you’re strongly encouraged to finish them on your own time:





Yamada Yoji. The Twilight Samurai. 2002.
Lu Chuan. The City of Life and Death. 2009.
Sue Williams. China: A Century of Revolution. 2007.
Zhang Yimou. To Live. 1994.

Disability: If you require special attention or arrangements for classroom activities or exams, please let
me and our TA know at the beginning of the course and inform Disability Resources and Educational
Services (DRES).
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Course Schedule

Ⓣ indicates a reading from one of our required texts.
Ⓜ indicates a numbered primary source reading on Moodle (learn.illinois.edu).
Ⓕ indicates an in-class film segment.
D is for your discussion section.
1. East Asian Order from 1600-1839
8/27
8/29
D

Introduction: Why “East”? Why “Asia”?
Crash course: East Asia from prehistory to 1600
Ⓜ1 {Short news articles}

9/3
9/5
D

Labor Day (no class)
The Tokugawa unification of Japan
Ⓜ2 {Tokugawa documents}

9/10
9/12
D

The Manchu conquest of China
The Imjin War and Chosŏn maneuverings
Map quiz, Ⓜ3 {Qing documents}

9/17
9/19
D

Gender and Ethnicity in East Asia before the Opium War
Society, economy, and environment before the Opium War
Musui’s Story, pp. 1-42 (“Prologue” – “I Run Away”)

9/24
9/26
D

Early encounters with modern Europe
Ⓕ The Twilight Samurai
Musui’s Story, pp. 71-146 (“Adult Years”, “Life after Retirement”)

Unit Task #1 is due before midnight on 9/30.
2. Crisis and Adaptation (1839-1895)
10/1
10/3
D

Dutch Learning and the Canton system
Gunboat diplomacy and the unequal treaties
The Opium War, chapters 2-6 (you can skim Chapter 5);
{Exam review}

10/8 China’s 19th-century rebellions
10/10 Midterm Exam at 1pm in Armory 101
D
Ⓜ4 {Documents from the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom}
10/15 Japanese unrest and the Meiji Restoration
10/17 Korean unrest and the Tonghak Rebellion
D
The Opium War, chapters 14, 15, 17; Ⓜ5 {Japanese documents on the “Korea question”}
10/22 The First Sino-Japanese War
10/24 Reformers and Revolutionaries in China and Korea
D
Ⓜ6 {Documents from China and Japan}
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Unit Task #2 is due before midnight on 10/28.
3. A New Balance of Power (1895-1945)
10/29 The rise of a Japanese empire
10/31 Korea under Japanese colonial rule
D
Lost Names, “Author’s Note”, “Crossings”, “Homecoming”, and “Lost Names”;
Ⓜ7 {An Outline of a Theory of Civilization by Fukuzawa Yukichi}
11/5
11/7
D

World War II and the Japanese reckoning
The aftermath of World War II in China and Korea
Embracing Defeat, “Introduction” and chapters 1, 2 (or corresponding audio tracks); Lost Names,
“In the Making of History—Together”

11/12 Ⓕ The City of Life and Death
4. Rebuilding after World War II (1945-present)
11/14 China under Mao (including scenes from Ⓕ China: A Century of Revolution)
D
Embracing Defeat, chapters 3, 4 (or corresponding audio tracks)
Unit Task #3 is due before midnight on 11/25.

{November 17-25: Thanksgiving Break}
11/26 Ⓕ To Live
11/28 China after Mao
D
Spider Eaters, entire (a quick read of the book is fine)
12/3
12/5
D

Korea divided
Japan and South Korea since the 1950s
{Final exam available on Moodle}
Nothing to Envy, Author’s Note and chapters 1-3

12/10 North Korea and its international relations
D
Nothing to Envy, chapters 4, 6;
Ⓜ8 {Excerpt from Dear Leader}
Unit Task #4 is due before midnight on 12/14.
Final exam will be scheduled soon—stay tuned.
“Many of history’s lessons come in exchange for extreme sacrifices.”
“許多歷史的教訓，都是用極大的犧牲換來的。”
–Lu Xun 鲁迅
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